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INTRODUCTION

We hope you will enjoy reading this book. Some of the stories may shock you;
some may make you angry; others may touch your heart; and, some of the stories
may make you smile or even laugh. We have co-authored three other books,
entitled The Family Fight, The Family War (with Jordan Atin, a certified specialist
in estates and trusts law) and, Where There’s an Inheritance. In each of these
books, you will find many stories from inside our world of working with people as
they prepare their wills, execute the wills of others, and, navigate through the
myriad of complications involving money, inheritance, greed, family, and betrayal.
Our previous books have been featured in major media outlets across North
America, and each book has drawn enthusiastic response from the public at large.
We have written this fourth book to address innumerable requests for even more
stories from our world.

It appears to us that a large segment of the public wants a glimpse into the world
of wills and estates. This is a world that few people have a chance to view from a
close perspective. We have repeatedly been told that we get to see the very best
and the very worst of humankind. True enough, we have been fortunate to witness
the best in people. Some of the touching stories in this book reflect deep love,
gentle kindness, and self-less generosity. But when it comes to the other extreme
of humankind, some of the stories in this book are dredged from the depths of that
world, fuelled by money, family discord, greed, and betrayal.

The inheritance-related stories you will read in this book are based on our many
and collective years in the field of wills and estates. Our personal experiences
have been varied. We have met many individuals in many walks of life who have
had interesting and important stories to tell. We have listened intently to each of
them. Similarly, we have lent a sensitive ear to participants at our seminars, callers
on our TV and radio shows, and other professionals in the field of wills and estates
who we have met. Each person, in his or her own way, contributed to our ability to
put these stories in writing.

Some of the stories in our book are based on situations where we are obliged to

respect lawyer-client confidentiality. Wherever a story in our book makes
reference to a client who has come to our office, we have deliberately removed all
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of the detail which is traceable to any of the parties involved, or their families,
their businesses, or their personal affairs. Nothing in our book can be traced
directly or indirectly to any client of ours. We have, where necessary, varied the
information involved so that no description of what you will read in this book can
lead to the identity of any person. In all of our stories, what we intend to share
with the reader is the emotional impact of the situations they each have brought
before us. Moments frozen in time have been preserved, and it is around these
precious and fleeting experiences that the stories have been compiled. If there is
one phrase to express the intention of our book, it is that the reader benefit in his
or her own life by the lessons to be learned in reading these stories.

Finally, what we wish to share with you is this: while rules of protocol and
professionalism may restrain the hand that writes and the lips that speak, nothing
can restrain what lies in the hearts of those who have a message that yearns to be
set free. Many of these stories have had a permanent impact on us, and we believe
that they will have an impact on you.

AT
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